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of one ship against another; the decisive technical factor is rather the concentration of force in the individual ship than the actual number of ships. Because the Dutch could not build their vessels very big, owing to the courses of their rivers, as the English were able to do, the latter obtained this local superiority. We had thus to overcome these and many other obstacles within a few years, so that in spite of everything our ships surpassed the English in fighting value. Generally speaking, the building of the fleet was rendered difficult by the low standard of our technical construction at that time. The administrative officials at the Admiralty had been given too much power over the technical side of the navy; the calling of a naval architect was far from brilliant, both as regards pay and social position. The silent struggle between lawyers and technical experts was one of the reasons why we had to begin the construction of the fleet with a personnel which was insufficient in numbers and lacking in experience. The technical adviser-in-chief to the Admiralty had fortified his position; he locked up the only things worth knowing in his notebook and would not suffer the existence of a rival. This state of affairs could have brought us to ruin. Meanwhile, technical achievement could not develop slowly, as the organization could, but it had to set to work fully equipped from the outset on the construction of the fleet and accomplish at once almost as much in speed and output as it would be doing ten years later. I began therefore from the very first to try to improve